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A Message from

Music Director John DeMain

GREAT MOMENTS

It is with great joy that | report the continued artistic growth of the Symphony. In particular,
our string sections have distinguished themselves with really superb playing, due in part to

the stewardship of our departing concertmaster Tyrone Greive.

The season was enriched by the return of such
international artistic celebrities as violinists Nadja
Salerno-Sonnenberg and Pinchas Zukerman
and pianists Peter Serkin, Stephen Hough and
Philippe Bianconi, whose near perfect rendition
of Rachmaninoff's Rhapsody on a Theme of
Paganini was, for me, the performance of the
season.

We also had two important debuts from cellist
Ralph Kirshbaum, whose performance of Bloch's
Schelomo was one of the surprise hits of the
season, and from the extraordinary pianist
Jonathan Biss, whose scintillating performance
of Mozart's Piano Concerto No. 9 left us
enraptured.

The orchestra was outstanding in blazing
performances of Tchaikovsky's Symphony No. 5,
Mabhler's Symphony No. 1 and the stirring
Symphony No. 3 of Saint-Saéns, which featured
a marvelous performance by Samuel Hutchison
on our Overture Concert Organ. And finally,
the Madison Symphony Chorus with Director
Beverly Taylor was tremendous in the Christmas
Spectacular, and especially in Mussorgsky's Boris Godunov.

NEW DISCOVERIES

The 2009-2010 Season was also a year of discovery as we delivered
great works that are not often heard, including Strauss’ Death and
Transfiguration, Respighi's Fountains of Rome, and Brahms' Serenade
No. 1.

Nadja Salerno-Sonnenberg's performance of the little-heard Four Seasons
of Buenos Aires was a high point for many, and Saint-Saéns' The Muse and
the Poet was marvelously played by Pinchas Zukerman and Amanda Forsyth.
| think the artistic success of our season had a lot to do with the discovery
of these works.

AND A WORD OF THANKS

“Friday night in Overture
Hall, the Madison
Symphony Orchestra
performed that rarity,
the perfect concert,
when everything comes
together just right.”

—Isthmus

| am very pleased that, in spite of a projected budget deficit, we closed the season in the
black again. This is really extraordinary given the economic times, and it is due in part to your
attendance, your subscriptions and your support. My appreciation and thanks also go to the

MSO musicians and to our staff, so capably led by Rick Mackie and Ann Bowen.

I think all of us who attend live performances of classical music realize the benefit of

hearing music without any distraction, when we are totally focused on and immersed in .
the music. The experience of hearing live classical music in a truly great hall cannot

be equaled. Only in this atmosphere can we get the full benefit of the music as it

stirs, inspires and animates us. We're very fortunate to live in Madison where we

have such a devoted audience with whom we can share this living art.
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A Message from

2009-2010 REVENUES
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2009-2010 EXPENDITURES
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For a complete listing of
individual, business,
foundation and government
donors to the 2009-2010
Annual Fund, please visit
madisonsymphony.org/annualfundpartners.

Thank you.

the President of the Board

and the Executive Director

We've just closed the books on Fiscal Year 2010, and what a year it was!
Buoyed by a fabulous season of great music and inspiring community
engagement, the entire MSO family pulled together to excel in marketing
and development.

Outstanding individual and team performance averted an expected financial
deficit of significant proportions, and the Madison Symphony Orchestra
continues its tradition, operating in the black for 84 seasons and counting.

John DeMain and our artists turned in some of the orchestra's most
passionate and authoritative performances to the delight of our loyal
subscription audience, who are the bedrock of our success.

Although we have shortened the season by one concert as a precautionary
measure in an uncertain economic environment, restoration of our nine-
program season is our highest artistic priority.

Despite reduced support from government funding sources, our fund-
raising was extraordinarily successful, exceeding budget by $100,000.
This performance and rigorous cost containment—through which we
held our expenses to those of several years ago—enabled us to defy a
possible deficit of nearly $200,000 and finish the season with a modest
but gratifying surplus.

A national perspective shows that we have one of the more successful
and stable orchestras in our peer group. At 50%, the earned revenue in
our budget is well above average. This is one of our fundamental strengths,
easing pressure on private support and helping us maintain a positive
financial outcome. And it is attributable to the economy of scale we derive
from giving three well-attended performances of each subscription
program, a rarity among orchestras in our peer group.

The Madison Symphony Orchestra continues to thrive in Overture Hall, one
of America's finest concert halls. And we continue to serve our greater
community with energetic dedication to our mission and confidence in the
transformational power of our art.

St Nicholas E. Mischler
President of the
Board of Directors

Richard H. Mackie
Executive Director
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Young People's Concert photo by James Gill.



